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                      PRESS STATEMENT 

 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      Contact: Katy Reagan 
8/21/15                                                512.917.0532 
(cell) 
         
 

Today Representative Coleman issued a letter to the Texas Commission on Jail 

Standards requesting that they make rule changes to their minimum standards to  

prevent future suicides in our county jails.  Sandra Bland's tragic death led to a 

hearing by the House County Affairs Committee, who has oversight on the county 

jails and the Texas Commission on Jail Standards, to discuss inadequacies in the 

standards currently in place. 

Based on the testimony provided by Brandon Wood, Executive Director, at the 

County Affairs hearing, Representative Coleman has asked the Commission to 

adopt rules increasing certain standards.  The Committee will conduct hearings 

throughout the next year to review possible statutory changes.  

Representative Coleman is available for comment. 

 For more information, please contact Rep. Coleman’s office at 512.463.0524.  
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Texas Commission on Jail Standards 
300 West 15th Street 
Austin, TX 78701 
 
August 21, 2015 
 
Commission Members,  
 
As Chairman for the Committee on County Affairs, I thank you for your work on enforcing the 
minimum jail standards in our State.  Recent events have highlighted holes in our standards, 
particularly surrounding mental illness, and a need to change minimum standards to better 
protect our inmate population.  Recently, the County Affairs Committee held a hearing to 
discuss necessary changes to the systems in our local jails. Based on the recommendations 
provided by the Texas Commission on Jail Standards, I request that you consider making rule 
changes listed on the attached sheet. 
 
Additionally, a list of items for the Commission to review as possible statutory changes is 
included. Many of these recommendations will be reviewed at a subsequent hearing of the 
County Affairs Committee tentatively scheduled for mid-September.   
 
*Attached is a preliminary list of items to be reviewed by the Commission and oversight review 
by the House County Affairs Committee. 
 
 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

 
Garnet F. Coleman 
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List of proposed rule changes to the Texas Commission on Jail Standards: 

 Revision of intake screening form in collaboration with TCOOMMI and DSHS. 

 Mandatory mental health training with focus on Code of Criminal Procedure §16.22, 
§17.032 and §46 B training for jail staff.  It is recommended that peace officers, 
magistrates, county and district judges, defense attorneys, and prosecutors also receive 
mental health training. 

 Require minimum of 72-hour notice before the transfer of a special needs inmate/client, 
including severe medical issues, to a hospital, state hospital, or nursing home.   

 Texas Commission on Jail Standards should increase the number of inspections of 
county jails to twice per year.  The Commission should increase staff as necessary to 
meet this standard. 

 The Commission should shorten the length of time allowed for a county jail to get back 
into compliance when a notice of non-compliance has been issued.  County jails should 
be allotted between 30-60 days to get back into compliance. 

 When a notice of non-compliance has been issued to a jail, the Commission should 
conduct additional inspections of that jail and assist the jail with attaining compliance 
with the standards within the allotted time period. 

 
 
List of possible statutory changes for the Texas Commission on Jail Standards to review: 

 Non-crisis inmates suspected of having a mental illness shall be assessed by a medical 
professional with mental health training or a mental health professional within 8 hours 
of intake. 

 Review the best practices regarding housing assignments; such as whether an inmate 
should be placed in a suicide prevention cell or with other inmates.  

 Texas needs an oversight mechanism that is focused on the treatment of prisoners and 
the investigation of inmate complaints (such as an Ombudsman). 

 Discuss documentation of Reasonable Suspicion Stops to determine if they should be 
required. 

 Review appropriate practices from the President's Task Force on 21st Century Policing 
(http://www.cops.usdoj.gov/policingtaskforce) for adoption. 

 Consider requiring Sheriff's and jail administrators to take the certified jailer training 
course. 

 Review the variance from standards policy used by the Commission.  

 Review the use of cameras in county jails for inmate surveillance, use of cameras is not 
prohibited at this time.  

 Review requirements of  the Texas Uniform Health Status Update (TUHS) form between 
county jails, prisons, and state hospitals. 

 Increase the mental health training for law enforcement and jail staff to 40 hours 
annually. 

 
*This is a preliminary list of items for consideration by the Commission and oversight of the 
House County Affairs Committee.  
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